TEXT OF THE WELCOME ADDRESS DELIVERED BY THE FOUNDER AND PRESIDENT- GENERAL, GUILDANCE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION, MR. ADISA KABIRU ADENIYI AT THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF JAMA’AT TAWUNIL MUSLIMEEN ON HIV AWARENESS CAMPAIGN,VOCATIONAL TRAINING AND ENTREPRENURSHIP DEVELOPMENT HELD AT SHARIAH COLLEGE, IWO OSUN STATE ON SATURDAY 27TH DECEMBER,2008.

PROTOCOL

I am highly delighted to welcome you all to this epoch-making occasion that is designed to sensitize religious leaders and Muslims on the prevention, treatment and control of Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV)/Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS). Equally encapsulated in today’s programme is vocational training, which centers on entrepreneurship and managerial skills.

However, this workshop evolves sequel to the annual conference of Tawunil Muslimeen. It should be pointed out that Guildance Community Development Foundation is a non-governmental organisation working the in the areas of HIV/AIDS and poverty alleviation. The foundation was founded 10th October,2000.
The epidemic of HIV/AIDS has become a global, national and local concern in view of its adverse effect on the human socio-economic development. There is no segment of our national development that is spared. As a matter of fact, there is no community or settlement that has not witnessed the pangs of the epidemic. The menace has sent millions of people worldwide to the grave prematurely while it has infected many more since it was discovered more than two decades ago.

Presently, about 3.8 million people are estimated to be living with the virus in the country with a national prevalence of 4.4 per cent. Nigeria is rated the third country in the world with the largest population of HIV/AIDS victims, coming behind India and South Africa.

At this juncture therefore, I want to put it on record that since the inauguration of our Foundation, we have been fighting and combating this dreadful disease through awareness campaign and free test for numerous people to know their status. We did not leave poverty alleviation behind because we have empowered quite a number of our people.

Our achievements include successful organisation of HIV/AIDS awareness campaign and free test at the Oyo State School of Nursing, Eleyele, Ibadan; HIV/AIDS and empowerment at Bishop Phillip Academy, Ibadan; clearing of the bush at the School of Handicap, Iwo, Osun State; series of lectures on HIV/AIDS prevention; training on how fast the virus can spread; an holistic examination of a life with HIV/AIDS in conjunction with Ifesowapo Social Club, Monatan, Ibadan; free HIV/AIDS test for Monatan Club; recruitment of blood donors at Shariah College, Iwo; training on all cosmetics as well as entrepreneurship development workshops.

I wish to re-echo it here that Guildance Community Development Foundation has been up and doing in preaching abstinence from unprotected sex, even with a strong back up message that protected sex is not 100 per cent safe which calls for faithfulness with your spouse (s). This is because various studies have uncovered that majority of the infected people became victims through sexual intercourse. It is imperative for me to let this august gathering here today know that HIV/AIDS spread is not limited to sexual intercourse alone but also through other sources such as using non-sterilized instruments in hospitals, salons, common use of razor blade with an infected person and so on.

HIV/AIDS is real. Once a person is infected, the person can only be treated but cannot be cured except there is miracle from God. A school of thought says ‘Prevention is better than cure.’ We need to stamp out the menace in our society. I must not but wet your appetite that the resource persons that will deliver lectures today are most competent to handle each of the topics. Without an iota of doubt, they will do justice to the subjects.

We decided to take the campaign to this stratum of the society so that you will help sensitize and educate your followers that HIV/AIDS is real. They should spread the message not the virus. Today is for lecture, while we have scheduled Tuesday, December 30, 2008 for the free HIV/AIDS test during which no fewer than 1,000 people will be given ample opportunity to know their status for their own good in particular and the society in general.

You need to know that HIV does not kill; it is when it develops to AIDS that it kills. At HIV state, it can be treated with antiretroviral drugs, which can make HIV positives live long. Today, some people living with the virus will speak to us on their status, how they have been coping and other sundry issues.

Nonetheless, another important segment of today’s workshop is vocational training geared towards eradicating poverty that has eaten deep into the moral fabrics majority of Nigerians. This vocational training is carefully structured to impart entrepreneurial skills in order to rightly position the unemployed in our society to be gainfully employed. The training on … will take one day. Shariah College, Iwo in Osun State has been chosen as training center. Kindly maximize this lifetime opportunity that will change the story of your life for better.

Before I conclude this address, I wish to enjoin all and sundry to join hands with government in order to halt the spread of HIV/AIDS and poverty in our society. It is not impossible to have Nigeria without HIV/AIDS and poverty. It is just a matter of time with our determination and commitment.

Once again, on behalf of Guildance Community Development Foundation I welcome you all and hope that today will be a memorable day for everybody.

Thank you and God bless.
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